MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
AMONG
THE UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA,
THE EDUARDO MONDLANE UNIVERSITY |
THE UNIYERSITY OF VENDA FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND, JOHANNESBURG,

AND
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINTA
PREAMBLE
Moting that:
L Tha University of Bofswana, the Eduardo Mondlane University, the University of Venda for

Science and Technology, the University of the Winwatersrand, Johannesburg, and The Uiniversity
of Virginia have been involved in decades-long collaboration in the fislds of enyirommnaeatal and
ecalogical aciences, based on investigator-to-investizator research relationships, op-multi-year
regional data collection and data synthesis projects, and on recent pilot projects in collaborative
tele-aducation;

11 Through larger-scale data collection and integration projects, the collaborators have piongered a
“regional’ approach To wnderstanding ecosystems within and those shared by countries with very
different culmral histories. The collaborators have bean in the forefront of exploiting new
technologica] capabilities of satellite remote sensing and information technalogy in studving
ecology on landscape and regional scales;

T, The callahoators have embraced the shift from ecoloey as a selence of natural systems to one that
investizates the interralationships and mutual dependencies of luman and natural systems;

v, The éalfaboratars have identified further opportunities for education, research and policy
development in regional scale ecology and sustainabilicy;

therefore these mstitutions agree to form g Consortdum of Universities to pursue the following ohjectives
and activities, subjeet to the fallowing modes of coopération, obligations and limitations;

Objectives:

V. Spenpthening of capacity of the member instimrions through collaborative research and education
programemes in regional ecosystem, long-tevm ecological and spstanable development studies.

VI Providing expanded and improved oppormnities for staft and student development through
training and exchange.

Vil,  Expanding southern African capacity, in twrms of both fhcilities and personngl, for regional
ecosystem research, long-rerm ecological and sciepce-to-policy devalepment

VI, Linking university-based research with sustainable development palicy making within and
berween countries 1n sopthern Africa,

IX. Fostering a regional approach to rans-national résourcs management,
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Key Activities
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Developmenmt of regional research questions and activities.
Science-to-Policy research programme development,
Collaborative curmiculum development.

Infarmation and research infrasoucture development.

Staff and student maining and exchange.

Sharing of expertise, facilities, data and scholastic materiala.

Joint fund mising from national and intermational agencies and investors.

Rights and cbligations
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XX
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This is a nen-exclusive agreemnent among the Consortium member institutions, The agresmment
preserves the right of each to work independently or with other institutions and erpanisations
oulside the Consartium.

The lntent of this MOLU is ro ose the rezonrees of all five instilutions, efficiently and effectively, ta
build in-region capacity for ecosystem resaarch and educarion and o oromote the use of scientific
ecasystem research in policy decision-making,

The units responsible for the implementation of this unit shall be Research and Development,
University of Batswana; Faculty of Science, Eduardo Mendlane University; Environmental
Advisory and Assessment Unit, Unbversity for Venda for Seience and Technology; WiSE - Wits
School of the Environment, Unlversity of the Witwatersrand, Johanneshurg: and the Center for
Regional Environmental Swdies, University Virginia.

Where appropriate, the five nstiutions jointly will seek funding for specific projects. Any
reference to the MOT), individual projects conducted jointly under the MOU or 10 possible
callaborations in communications with funders shall be with prior speeific consent of the
represeniatives responsible for the implementation of this MO,

Mone of the Consortium member nstiwions shall make any commitmenis or fake any positions on
tehalf of the other without the price writtén consent of the other partizs.

This MOU contains no enforceable obligations ar rights. Parficular jeinr activities between
Consormium member institutions shall be the subject of separate writtén agreements between the
parties,

Thiz MOL is effective Tor three years, beginning on 24 JTuly 2002 and ending on July 2005, This
MOU may be venewed for further periods by wrinen azrcement between the Conzortinm member
instiutions. A Consortivm member institution may withdraw fremm this MOLU for any reason with
one-yvenr wriflen natice,

This MOL may be medified only by written amendment executed by all Consertium member
instituticns.
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Signed:

M&&Mg at Maputo on 24 July 2002

Vice-Chancellor, University of Botswana

"

© . at Maputo on 24 July 2002
ice-Chancellor, Eduardo Mondlane University

. ‘8 Maputo on 24 July 2002

Vice-Chancellor, University of Yends for Science and Technology

_mm /;, ar J;wks onZ /q‘uﬂuf& &2

TQ—'vine—t:hanccllur, Undversity of the Witwatersrand, Johanneshurg

—%M o W'S&Q at Mapute on 24 Tuly 2002

Provost, University of Virginia

Wilnesses: :
‘fll'-rv Qi_nﬁ M
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